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ADMISSIONS POLICY
FOR SCHOOL ENTRY 2025/26
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Parents or guardians considering applying for a place at Ainsdale St John’s CE Primary
School are warmly invited to visit the school by appointment to meet the headteacher, staff
and children.

Our school continues to be popular. Our standard admission number which is set by the
government as a legal limit, is 30 in our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes.

As a voluntary aided primary school, decisions about admissions remain the responsibility of
the governing body.

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan which names the
school, and where the number of applications received exceeds 30, the governors will apply
the following oversubscription criteria in order, to allocate places.

Criteria 1: Looked after children and all previously looked after children, including
those children who appear (to the admission authority) to have been in
state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of
being adopted (or became subject to a child arrangements order, or special
guardianship order).

Criteria 2:  Children who have a brother or a sister currently attending the school and
who will still be there at the start of the academic year in which the child
takes up his/her place.

Criteria 3:  Those children whose parents worship regularly in St John’s Church,
Ainsdale.

Criteria 4: Those children whose parents worship regularly at another Christian
church.

Criteria 5: Other children

DEFINITIONS

Parents: A parent is defined as the person with parental responsibility.

Siblings: Sibling includes stepbrothers and sisters living at the same address.

Other Christian churches: Christian church means any church which is designated under
the Ecumenical Relations Measure nationally by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York or
locally by the diocesan bishop, or is a member of churches Together in England, or the
Evangelical Alliance, or a partner church of Affinity.

Worship: Regular attendance is defined as one parent attending church services, Messy
Church or The Event worship twice a month for six months in the year prior to the deadline
specified on the Supplementary Information Form. Attendance must be in person; online
worship and private prayers in the church building do not meet the requirement. A
completed Supplementary Information Form will be required.
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In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church has been
closed for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the

requirements of these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to
the period when the church or alternative premises have been available for public worship.

SELECTION PROCEDURE

The Governors will accept all the applications in Criteria 1, then those in Criteria 2 and so on
until all the thirty places available for admission are filled.

TIE BREAKER CLAUSE

If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria above, then priority
will be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance
from the child’s home to the nearest school gate.

The Local Authority will measure from the property’s address point to the nearest school gate
(using recognised routes known to the Authority at the time of measurement).

NB. Evidence of the parents’ address may be required.
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Sandbrook Road, Ainsdale
1. Southport, PR8 3JE
A 01704 578427
admin@ainsdalestjohns.sefton.org.uk
www.ainsdalestjohns.com

Mrs Lorna O’Brien

Headteacher

BA (Hons) QTS, NPQH
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION FORM (CHURCH ADMISSION)
Admission Applications under Oversubscription Criteria for 2025/26

Section 1 (To be completed by the Parent/Carer)

Name of Child ........coooiiiiiiii e

Name of Parent/Carer ...........cooooiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeee e

Name of ChUrch ...

Name of Clergy/Church OffiCer ..........euiiiiiiiiiiee e
AAIESS .o Telephone ......cccceee.
Section 2 (To be completed by your nominated clergy/Church officer)

We have received an application for admission to Ainsdale St. John’s C.E. Primary School from the
above named family. Your church has been given as their regular place of worship.

For the purposes of applying the criteria objectively, ‘regular worship’ is defined as ‘one parent
attending church services, Messy Church or The Event worship twice a month for six months in the
year prior to the deadline specified on the Supplementary Information Form. Attendance must be in
person; online worship and private prayers in the church building do not meet the requirement’.

In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church has been closed
for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of
these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when the
church or alternative premises have been available for public worship.

Please complete the reference below in discussion with the parents/carers, who will then ensure it is
returned to school no later than 24th January 2025.

Thank you for your help and co-operation.

Does the family’s attendance at your Church meet the definition of ‘regular worship’ as outlined
above? Yes...... NO ......

TO BE RETURNED TO SCHOOL NO LATER THAN 24th JANUARY 2025
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